· Reading of the Names of the Dead in Iraq (U.S. military and Iraqi civilians at the state Capitol).

· Mother’s Day leafleting at the Tulip Festival in which a dozen women passed out pink carnations and 1,000 flyers, calling for the U.S. not to undertake military action against Iran.

· Grandmothers protested at the U.S. military recruitment office in Colonie Center. As a statement against the war in Iraq, they tried to enter the recruitment office to enlist to take the place of young people to keep new soldiers from being maimed or killed.

· Forum on the Public Health Care Impact of the War in Iraq, with Richard Garfield,  researcher in the Lancet study documenting over 100,000 Iraqi civilian deaths. 

· Member participation and co-sponsorship of events: numerous panels, speakers, protests, and forums with other area activists.

· Writing letters to government representatives and the media to ensure voices of opposition are heard.

· Demonstrations against the war and vigils for peace.

· Voices and Bells, a group of local artists expressing their hope for peace. 

· Flower in the Gun, an online newsletter

for local and national peace and justice events.
         A Voice for Peace

Since the invasion of Iraq, WAW has been a voice for peace through direct action, educational events, literature distribution, outreach to Muslims including families of detainees, and advocacy for political leadership to end the war.  

“When women see other women’s children, we don’t say ‘we’re an American, and they’re from Afghanistan.’  As mothers, as women, we cross that boundary.  Women don’t burn out because you don’t burn out on love for people.”

-- Diane Wilson, Co-Founder, 

Code Pink: Women For Peace

  We need your support! To make a    

   donation, checks are payable to:

Women Against War

P.O. Box 505

Delmar, NY 12054



If you are a part of a group with a mission consistent with WAW’s, please contact us about the possibility of joint activities or sponsorships of events. info@womenagainstwar.org 

  WOMEN AGAINST WAR
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“It was heartbreaking once the war broke out.  It is important to grieve.  It is also important not to let ourselves feel helpless and defeated and cynical, because that plays into the hands of the Bush administration.  That is precisely the way they would like us to feel.  We have to move on to the next phase.”

-- Medea Benjamin, Co-Founder, Code Pink (Women For Peace)

Do you feel frustrated and powerless in the face of current events in Iraq and the increasing threats toward Iran?

Do you wish you could do something constructive to contribute to the well-being of the Iraqi people and the safety of our troops?

Do you wish you could do something constructive to ensure the safety and freedom of citizens here at home?

JOIN US!!

       MEETINGS –  6-8 p.m.

THIRD THURSDAY EVERY MONTH

FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE

727 MADISON AVENUE, ALBANY, NY

To Receive Updates on Current Projects:

info@womenagainstwar.org 

Recent Projects

( Eyes Wide Open: New York

WAW organized the Friday, June 23 Albany showing of Eyes Wide Open: New York, the powerful American Friends Service Committee exhibit in which combat boots and shoes are displayed to memorialize the NYS service members and Iraqi civilians who have died in the Iraq war and occupation. This exhibit will be back in the Capital Region in the Fall.

( Reaching New People at Community  

      Events

 WAW organized small teams of women to hand out leaflets at summer community events. The leaflets are mock refund checks, depicting Capital District taxpayers’ share of the cost of the war in Iraq, and asking how residents would spend the amount here in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady counties.  

(July 4 Troops Home Fast

In the spirit of WAW’s five-month fast in 2002-2003, members of WAW joined other Code Pink affiliates across the country in a July 4 Troops Home Fast.  

(Demonstration at Laura Bush 

    Fundraiser for John Sweeney
WAW members worked with the Saratoga Peace Alliance and other peace groups to organize a demonstration at the October 4, 2006 fundraiser for John Sweeney that featured Laura Bush. 
Ongoing Projects

 ( Peace Tent

WAW has decorated a tent with the word for “Peace” in several languages.  We have taken the tent and a peace pole to farmers’ markets, fairs and gatherings.  Under the peace tent, children are engaged in art projects that allow them to express their hopes for peace.  Adults may add a ribbon to the Peace Pole that carries their message for peace.  We are looking for people to transport and “women” the peace tent at local events to foster the message of peace.

Contact: info@womenagainstwar.org 

( Support for the Local Muslim

    Community

Recognizing that following September 11, 2001, Muslims have faced suspicion and false characterization, WAW has worked to build bridges with the local Muslim community in a show of solidarity and support. We have organized educational events and fundraising in support of families of detainees. WAW supported a public statement, calling for the public to keep its fears from fostering prejudice.   We have organized a series of dinners and Scarves Parties with Muslim women to further  mutual cultural understanding and to build  supportive relationships. To participate in related events, contact WAW at info@womenagainstwar.org
( Community Outreach
WAW continuously works to bring the message of peace to the Capital District, and to let residents know how they can work towards this goal.  To join a team or organize leafleting for another event, contact: Maud Easter at easter@nycap.rr.com 
Women Against War’s Beginnings

Women Against War (WAW) was founded by a group of local women who felt it was imperative to mobilize against the United States government’s plan to go to war with Iraq.  

Our call for action was answered by hundreds of area women committed to raising their voices against the impending violence.  The organization grew rapidly, connecting women statewide, nationally and internationally.  

WAW is an affiliate of Code Pink, a women-initiated national grassroots peace and social justice movement working to end the war in Iraq, stop new wars, and redirect our resources into healthcare, education and other life-affirming activities.  

WAW’s History of Action

· Sign-On for Peace Campaign that included distribution of 1,700 lawn signs with the message “Support Our Troops, Bring Them Home Now!” and the purchase of billboard space on Central Avenue in Albany with the same message. 

· Outreach to the Muslim community, specifically to the families of detainees.

· Public forums on the Patriot Act to discuss its impact on the civil liberties of citizens and immigrants.

· A continuous 5-month Fast for Peace with each participating woman fasting and reflecting on peace for a 24-hour period. A documentary film was produced of the fast.




� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.png]


_1142962964.doc
[image: image1.png]






