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War is not the answer for mothers

By JUDITH FETTERLEY

Tomorrow we will celebrate Mother's Day, the one day in the year set aside for us to consciously thank our mothers for the work they do to raise us. This work is unpaid and usually unacknowledged; when it is acknowledged, it is usually undervalued. As a culture we think of work as something we are paid to do; we also think the more we are paid to do it, the more important our work is. So most of the time we don't acknowledge that what mother's do to raise children is work.

But it is work, and hard work, as anyone who has ever done it will admit. So I am always stunned when women who have children support war.

How can anyone willingly turn over the product of so much labor to an activity that has a good chance of wiping it out? It is as if someone spent 20 years of her life building a violin that was utterly unique, that told the story of her past and future, and that she loved more than anything else in the world. Then said, when it was finished, "I think I will place this beautiful violin in the middle of the highway and hope that it doesn't get run over."

I would gladly give my life to save the lives of my children. How then could I give them up to war? Many mothers share my feelings. How then can any of us support war? How can any of us not do everything in our power to bring war as an institution, an economy, a culture, an approach to conflict resolution to an end?

Given these feelings, I was thrilled to learn that in the 1870s, Julia Ward Howe, poet, suffragist and peace activist, sought to establish Mother's Day as an antiwar event.

Appalled by the human cost of the American Civil War, disturbed by the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 and frightened by the rise of German militarism, she asked: "Why do not the mothers of mankind interfere in these matters to prevent the waste of that human life of which they alone bear and know the cost?"

In her Mother's Day Proclamation, written in 1870, Howe charged women to say: “Our sons and we must add our daughters shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience. We, the women of one country, will be too tender of those of another country to allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs."

She called for "a general congress of women" to meet to promote "the amicable settlement of international questions, the great and general interests of peace."

What a glorious vision of Mother's Day this evokes for me! Women all over the country putting aside their corsages and cards, rising up from their meals, leaving their homes or restaurants, and gathering together in the streets and marketplaces, saying, Enough now. 
No more. Basta ya y sobra.

While I love going out to brunch and dinner, taking over the world and putting an end to war seems a better way to honor my motherself.

People will say that peace is a nice idea but it won't work. I ask, just how exactly is war working?

Unfortunately, for many people "peace" means "absence of conflict" and they can't imagine people without conflict. The goal of the peace movement, however, is not the absence of conflict, unlikely indeed and not even necessarily desirable, but a nonviolent approach to the solution of conflicts.

For many "peace" also connotes passivity and people can not see how they can protect themselves and those they love by doing nothing. Those who have engaged in mediation or civil disobedience or other alternatives to violence know that nonviolence, like motherhood, is hard work.

Truly I think it takes more work not to kill than to kill. And more courage.

And I think nonviolence offers a more genuine safety. Every Monday from 5 to 6 p.m. I stand at the Four Corners in Delmar holding a sign that reads "War is not the answer."

I do this to honor the work I have done in raising children. I do not want these children, the products of my labor, to be fed to the war industry that is these days so very hungry.

This year, I have chosen to honor the work of mothering by protesting the destruction of that work in the Iraq war. I will join other members of Women Against War in the East Park of the Capitol on Monday to read the names of those killed in Iraq. We have chosen this date to remind people that Mother's Day for Howe began with the conviction that women should cease to accept declarations of war and should instead make declarations of their own.

On Mother's Day 2005, I make the following declaration: "War is not the answer. I want my country to try another way."
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