Mothers’ Day Quiz

Who founded Mothers’ Day and why?

     In 1870 Julia Ward Howe, author of the Battle Hymn of the Republic, proclaimed the first Mothers’ Day. 
     Horrified by the deaths and destruction of our Civil War and the 1870 outbreak of the Franco-Prussian 

     war in Europe, she called on mothers everywhere to become peacemakers:

            “We the women of one country will be too tender of those of another country, to allow 
             our sons to be trained to injure theirs….”
What is in the hearts of mothers, American and Iranian, on Mothers’ Day 2006?

   American and Iranian mothers both feel horror at news reports of the Bush administration’s planned 
  options for bombing Iran, even using nuclear weapons.
We say:
· We do not want our children to die in a preventable war. We know women, children
             and other innocent civilians are the major victims of war.
· We welcome Iran’s offer to negotiate directly with the US. We call on the Bush 
             administration to stop threatening attacks and start talking. We should be
             withdrawing our sons and daughters, our troops  from Iraq, not expanding the 
             terrible, unnecessary deaths of the war to Iran. 

What can we do?

      We ask you to join us in working to prevent the deaths in Iraq being multiplied by a horrible 
     expansion of the war into Iran.  Please tell Senators Schumer & Clinton and Congressmembers 
     Sweeney & McNulty to prevent the Bush administration from starting any military attack against 
     Iran. Call them at the Capitol switchboard 202-224-3121.
Are these statements true or false?
                                                                                                                                               True   False 
    Iran says it wants nuclear power, not weapons.                                                             ___   ___

   The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NNPT) allows Iran to develop nuclear power.  ___  ___
   The US has not met its own obligations to disarm under the NNPT.                             ___  ___

   The US supports other nuclear-armed countries (India, Pakistan, & Israel).                ___   ___  

   US intelligence reports it would take Iran 5-10 years to make nuclear weapons.         ___  ___

   Analysts predict a US attack on Iran would result in thousands of deaths.                  ___  ___

   Any US attack on Iran is predicted to expand and prolong the Iraq war.                       ___  ___

                                                                         (Answer: All statements are true.)

	Mothers’ Day of Peace 2006
 Women Against War raises these questions as part of actions coordinated nationwide by Code Pink on Mothers’ Day Weekend. We honor the appeal of Iranian mother and lawyer, Shirin Ebadi, winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize, who called on us to prevent war:
   “If the 21st century wishes to free itself from the cycle of violence, acts of terror and 
    war and avoid the repetition of the 20th century – that most disaster ridden century of 

    humankind, there is no other way except by understanding and putting into practice 
    every human right for mankind, irrespective of race, gender, faith, nationality and social 
    status.”
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Together we believe that the moral tragedy of war is avoidable.  We believe war is the product of profound human failure and weakness- failure of understanding and will, weakness of imagination, of intention.  It is never inevitable; it is always the product of choice – the choice not to believe or invest in, to build and create peaceful solution to conflict.

Together we believe that war remains always with us because we as a species have not yet learned how to be determined enough, tireless enough, committed enough, courageous enough to stand up against those men who for reasons of power, or inertia or profit or hubris, of blindness or ignorance or shortsightedness seek and celebrate war while paying lip service to peace.

Together we believe this to be true of war in general and all the more true of the failed and criminal notion of “preventive” war specifically.

Together we believe that it is our obligation as women to stand up to, to speak out against the seduction of violence and militarism that endangers ours sons and daughters, sisters and brothers, mothers and fathers, the innocent victims everywhere.

Together we believe that the profound grief that we feel for the victims of war, the current war, the intended war – all wars -  can  and  must empower us to work together- across nations, cultures and creeds - to say no once and for all to those who would  claim that more war  will  bring greater security.

Together we believe that if at last peace is truly cultivated- it will truly flower.

