Petition to Bethlehem Central School District’s School Board

Petition summary and background
Under Section 9258 of The No Child Left Behind Act any school that receives federal funding is required to release the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of high school student to military recruiters upon request. However, students also have the right to withhold their information from military recruiters. Students must have filled out an Opt-Out Form and submitted it by September 15, 2008 to have Opted-Out and withheld their information.   

Action petitioned for
We, the undersigned, are concerned students, parents, and teachers who urge the school board to change Bethlehem’s current Opt-Out Policy. We would like to create a policy that makes it easier for students to Opt-Out and respects their right to privacy. We would like one or all of the following changes to be added to the policy. These changes still follow the schools requirements under No Child Left Behind Act and have been implemented in schools across the country. 

1.) Extend the deadline for submission of the Opt-Out forms

2.) Allow students to Opt-Out themselves if they are under 18 (No parent/guardian signature required)

3.) Allow students to Opt-Out from releasing their information to military recruiters but not to colleges

4.) Allow students to Opt-Out for all four years of high school at once

5.) Clearly place Opt-Out notifications on Emergency Medical Contact Information and require that this information be filled out for attendance at school 
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